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ancient and contemporary times] or the Genji monogatari [Tale of Genji],
and while the text was written in the classical style of elegant ancient
Japanese literature, when depicting the tobacco itself, he described it using
colloquial expressions from the early modern period. Above all, we should
note that the colloquial writing style he used at this time would be used by
him in his later discussions and articles, and we can surmise that the
acquisition of the versatile colloquial style was an important precursor for his

activities as a scholar of national learning (kokugaku).
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Research on Motoori Norinaga’'s Omoigusa

Koji Tanaka

Abstract

Among specialists, the fact that Motoori Norinaga was a tobacco lover is
well-known. Tobacco was his constant companion from his 20s, when he went
to Kyoto for medical training, until the final years of his life. As a scholar,
Norinaga not only smoked tobacco, but he absorbed knowledge of it from
Chinese books, and he recorded this in the form of notes. When he was 24,
out of his deep affection for tobacco, he composed a work of literary jottings
(zuihitsu) called Omoigusa [Grasses of meditation] (also known as
Obanagamoto [Sources of Japanese pampas grasses]).

This paper on Omoigusa presents the results of an investigation of extant
sources, and through textual criticism and revisions of the content, it aims to
provide annotations to the text. First, the results of an investigation of each
version has shown that, as a rule, manuscripts carried the title of
Obanagamoto and printed versions were titled as Omoigusa. Second, the
content of the original text has been found to have been best retained in the
manuscript versions, and this essay has concluded that it is therefore
appropriate to treat the Obanagamoto text held at Kogakkan University in
the Goyouin Collection as a source text. Third, the process of annotating this
text has revealed that Norinaga had already acquired in his 20s most of his
skill with written Japanese expressions from purely Japanese passages, and
this paper establishes that he was able to freely use this skill to compose
various kinds of sentences. In describing scenes or depicting emotion, he

drew on the literary classics such as the Kokin wakashu [Collected poems of





