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Two Mair Divisions of Shinto
—The Sectarian Shintd and the State Shinto
There are thirteen Shintd sects now living and officially recognized as religions in Japan, on the

same footing as Buddhism and Christianity. - -
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State Shinto, termed by certain foreign scholars patriotic Shintd, is subdivided by some Japanese
scholars into two parts: one is called Jinsha (Jinja) Shintd, which is concretely represented in the
Shinto rites performed by Shinkan and Shishoku or Shintd priests who are all secular government
officials in jure in Jinsha (Jinja) or ShintS shrines — buildings in the plain, simple style of
old—dedicated to Kami or Shintd deities, while the other called Kokutai Shintd consists of ethical
teachings or moral instructions inseparably connected with the unique national organization and
history of the Japanese people, formulated in the “Edict on Education” issued by the late Emperor
Meiji in the year 1890 (about the middle of the Meiji Era), and now inculcated in schools throughout
the Empire.

So far as State Shint6 is concerned, it may be taken as a kind of national ceremony and
teaching of Japanese morality, and to that extent it might be called secular, and non-religious,
but, as investigation proceeds, the truth will sppear that even this State Shintd, which some
Japanese go so far as to speak of as no religion at all, is in reality nothing short of evidence of
a religion interwoven in the very texture of the original beliefs and national organization of the
people, camouflaged though it may be as a mere code of national ethics and State rituals, and as such
apparently entitled only to secular respect.

The present writer, as his readers will soon be informed, advances the view that Shinto—the

State Shint0 as well as the Sectarian Shintd —is in very truth a religion, i.e., the original religion of

the Japanese people, or, otherwise stated, the religion of the Jpanese people from the very
beginning down to the present time. (p.2-3)
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