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A Reconsideration of the Historical Materials about the Rebellion of Iwai,

The Head of a Powerful family in Northern Kyushu

Yoshiyuki Ibaraki

Abstract

Tsukushi-no-Kimi was powerful family in the northern Kyushu, and it is
said that the head of the clan, a man by the name of Iwai, rebelled against
the Yamato court in the first half of the 6™ century. This rebellion was
recorded in various historical records such as the Kojiki, Nihonshoki, Chikugo
fudoki. Among these records, the most reliable book is the Kojiki. The
description written in this book is factual, while that of the NMihonsoki is often
embellished by its writer. When we study the historical events, we must use
this record very carefully.

The Chikugo fudoki was a gazetteer compiled in the first half of the 8®
century, about 200 years after Iwai’'s rebellion. Although local officers
gathered folklove and old tales eagerly, these were not factual. Therefore, we

must treat this gazetteer carefully.

Keywordds:Iwai lord of Tsukushi, Kojiki, Nihonshoki, Chikugo fudoki,

Iwatoyama Tomb



