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The American Boycott Controversy over Berlin Olympics and

the Response of International Olympic Committee (Part 1)

Tetsuo NAKAMURA (Educational Development Center)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to attempt to examine the controversy in the
United States over whether to participate in or boycott the 11th Olympic
Games 1n Berlin, scheduled for August 1936, in the context of the response of
International Olympic Committee.

This study attempts to describe in detail the events from the establishment
of the Nazi regime in January 1933 to the decision of the U.S. to participate
in the Berlin Games in December 1935, in relation to the response of the
International Olympic Committee. This paper, the first part of the series,
deals with approximately one year in 1933, examining the early stages of the
controversy, focusing on the Vienna Session of the International Olympic
Committee in 1933, the annual meeting of the Amateur Athletic Union in
November of the same year, and the meeting of the American Olympic

Association.

Keywords : Nazi Olympics, International Olympic Committee, Boycott

movement, Avery Brundage, American Jewish Congress
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