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Literature is What I Rely On
— Masaoka Shiki: The Path to Haiku Reform —

Yoshinaga HANDA

Abstract

This paper is a chronological investigation of the path to the so-called
“Haiku reform” that started with the tanka, a Japanese poem of thirty one
syllables, created by Masaoka Shiki at the age of 16 which can be confirmed
today, through Shiki's own writings. Shiki started with efforts in the world of
classic literature, in particular analyzing the lives and literary works of
Saigyo, Basho, and Buson. In the process of doing so, he identified the
differences between (tanka poetry) and haikai (seventeen syllable verse), and
between poets and haiku poets. He eventually noticed the beautiful design
that exists in the haikai (the first line), and went on to establish his own
“outlook on sketching” while comparing the worlds of the works of Basho and
Buson.

In this paper I verify the results of these efforts while following the
enthusiasm and trajectory of Shiki as he revived the classic literature of our
country in the soil of modern literature. I also include inquiries into the world
of his works which took form through those results. The haiku and waka
(tanka) are the two sides of Shiki's literature, and they are the vital expressive
form through which he created such synergistic results. I believe that the
path to haiku reform existed alongside a moment of radiance brought forth
from the time when the life and death are in balance, surpassing conceptual

categories in the world of his wisdom.

Keywords : Shiki and, Before Shiki, Saigyo and Basho, Basho and Buson, peony

flower
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