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A study on recognition of human specificity

Yasuaki Haga

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the recognition of human
specificity among university students, and two surveys were conducted.
In Survey 1, 108 university students were asked to evaluate the human
specificity of 80 descriptions of mental and behavioral characteristics,
and 17 descriptions with high evaluations and 17 descriptions with low
evaluations were selected. In Study 2, it was confirmed that the evaluation
of human specificity was high for internal thoughts based on abstract
concepts and low for social behavior with other individuals and behaviors
related to the survival of the individual. The results also showed that
mammals, especially primates, were more likely to be compared when
assessing human specificity. In addition, chimpanzees and gorillas were

clearly recognized to be more similar to humans than other animal species.

Keywords : human specificity, mental characteristics, behavioral characteristics
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