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A Study on the introduction of psychology curriculum into undergraduate
education (4).
Relations between attitudes towards paranormal phenomena, image for

psychology, and critical thinking disposition.

Yasuaki Haga

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate how attitudes towards paranormal
phenomena in novice students of psychology correlate with their image for
psychology (three factors: “usefulness”, “empirical science”, and “pseudo
science”) , and with their critical thinking disposition (four factors: “awareness
for logical thinking”, “inquiry-mind”, “objectiveness”, and “evidence-based
judgment”). The results of questionnaire survey of 210 novice students
showed that correlation between attitudes towards paranormal phenomena
and critical thinking disposition was not significant. Evaluation on “empirical
science” factor in image for psychology was significantly correlates neither
with attitudes towards paranormal phenomena nor with critical thinking
disposition. These results suggest that novice students of psychology may not
recognize psychology as empirical science and that they do not understand

that critical thinking is needed for psychological research at university.

Keywords : image for psychology, paranormal phenomenon, critical thinking

disposition
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