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Realities and Problems of the Japanese Oral Proficiency of the International

Students from China : Focusing on Storytelling

Shizuka HAMABATA

Abstract

This study is a report on the actual Japanese language ability of the
international students from China. The author focused on the Japanese oral
proficiency, especially on storytelling. International students often have a
problem of inadequate Japanese understanding. Therefore, the author
conducted an interview test on them to find a clue to solve the problem.
ACTFL -OPI (Oral Proficiency Interview) test is one method to measure
Japanese oral proficiency. In this study, most of the students were
intermediate level. It is difficult to maintain descriptions with sufficient
quantity and quality for the high level judgment. Although they have passed
the Japanese Language Proficiency Test N2 level, they lack accuracy and
composition ability that Japanese native speakers can achieve without
difficulty. So, we cannot conclude that the content of the story is adequately
understood by the Japanese people. The author mainly considered from the
viewpoint of composition, connective expression, vocabulary, and grammar.

To improve this situation, first of all, it iS necessary to repeat the practice.
They first tell the information of the character, and after imaging the
appearance of the characters, they will describe the expansion of the story in
chronological order. Next, as to the connective expression, there is one way
to make them speak actively using the connective expression of the order
and the summary functions. It would be advisable to record what they talk,
and have them listen to it again with the help of a Japanese teacher. By

listening consciously to the speech that they made them in Japanese, they
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notice their misuse and artificiality, and they are also motivated to try hard
to get more natural Japanese language skills. Furthermore, in vocabulary, not
only misspellings of kanji but also the accuracy of reading are required.
Abstract vocabulary is also required for commenting on social problems, so it
1s necessary for them to increase the amount of vocabulary.

For international students who take classes with Japanese students right
after they come to Japan, opportunities to make a presentation in class will
come soon. Of course, improvement of their Japanese language skills is
necessary, but first of all, it is also necessary to make opportunities to

practice to how to describe in Japanese.

Keywords : Narrative, OPI, International student, Composition
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