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—The Sectarian Shinté and the State Shinto

There are thirteen Shinto sects now living and officially recognized in Japan, on the same footing as

Buddhism and Christianity. «-«---
State Shinto, termed by certain foreign scholars patriotic Shints, is subdivided by some Japanese scholars
into two parts: one is called Jinsha (Jinja) Shinté, which is concretely represented in the Shinto rites
performed by Shinkan and Shinshoku or Shinto priests who are all secular government officials iz jure in
Jinsha (Jinja) or Shinto shrines-buildings in the plain, simple style of old—dedicated to Kami or Shinto
deities, while the other called Kokutai Shintd consists of ethical teachings or moral instructions insepa-
rably connected with the unique national organization and history of the Japanese people, formulated in
the “Edict on Education” issued by the later Emperor Meiji in the year 1830 (about the middle of the Meiji
Era) , and now inculcated in schools throughout the Empire.

So far as State Shintd is concerned, it may be taken as a kind of national ceremony and teaching of
Japanese morality, and to that extent it might be called secular, and non-religious, but, as investigation
proceeds, the truth will appear that even this State Shintd, which some Japanese go so far as to speak of
as no religion at all, is in reality nothing short of evidence of a religion interwoven in the very texture of
the original beliefs and national organization of the people, camouflaged though it may be as a mere code
of national ethics and State rituals, and as such apparently entitled only to secular respect.

The present writer, as his reader will soon be informed, advances the view that Shinto-the State

Shintd as well as the Sectarian Shinto—is in very truth a religion, i. e., the original religion of the Japanese
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people, or, otherwise stated, the religion of the Japanese people from the very beginning down to the
present time. (p. 2-3)
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Shinto is the cluster of the beliefs and customs of the Japanese people centering in the kami, a term
which designates spiritual entities, forces or qualities that are believed to exist everywhere, in man and in
nature. Usually without gender and often without anything akin to personality, the kami are believed to

infuse the universe, and life for the devout Shintoist is lived in harmony with and in gratitude to them. In

its traditional usage in Shinto the word kami (singular or plural) may be translated deity (ies), spirit(s),

god(s), or divine (e. g., kamikaze : divine wind), but it should never be translated God. In the interest of
clarity it is better to leave it untranslated.
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Shrine Sinto (Jinja Sinté) is a _"o_q: of the Shinto faith in which shrine worship is central, a shrine being
a symbolic kami-dwelling (inja)
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State Shinto (Kokka Shinté or Kokkateki Shinté) is identical with Shrine Shinto except that under it the
shrines and priests were nationalized and their rites and activities were prescribed by law and supervised
by an appropriate government office. State Shinto in the modern sense of the term came into existence at
the beginning of the Meiji Restoration when the shrine were nationalized. It ended early in 1946 when
government control of the shrines ceased.
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Kokutai Shinto is a system of politico-philosophical beliefs derived from Shinto mythology which
regards the Emperor as manifest deity (akitsu—kami) and the Emperor, the land, and the people of Japan

as one sacred, indivisible entity. A basic tenet of Kokutai Shinto is saisei itchi (see p. 12). Kokutai

Shintoists are shrine worshippers and support the State Shinto idea but not all shrine worshippers are

Kokutai Shintoists.

RBEFE B RZ0 MKV L VEOMEVEEL LIS UNOREVEE O VB30 S —RNE” S
N EROBEONE FHIC<EWEIVOUR~IIFES | DEe°

Sect Shinto (Kyoha Shinté) — not to confused with the 13 officially recognized sects with the same

designation in pre-war Japan—is a form of the kami faith in which the teaching and in some cases the
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person of a founder are central. (p. 10-11)
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is the author’s term for Japan's emperor-state-centered cult of ultranationalism and militarism. It is dis-
cussed below in some detail) | (p. 11) VoW WS VE [EREIHE] V50 | BNERDVED I 5e°
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Japan's foremost political philosophers and thinkers have interpreted the country's kokutai in several
ways. Qur interest, however, is limited (1) to the interpretation given the concept by the extreme
uitranationalists and militarists in the 1930’s and the early 1940's and (2) to the related teachings and
practices which made it into a cult forced upon the Japanese people by the power of the police state. (p.
1D
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The hard core of reactionary bureaucracy in Japanese government was in the Ministry of Home Affairs.
From the time of establishment in 1877 it had worked hand in glove with the military to produce a nation
of loyal subjects ever obedient to the will of the Emperor as expressed by those who controlled him. It had
been a haven for the extremist, the béte noire of even the mildest of liberals. In the performance of its
legitimate functions and through the undercover operation of its hated Thought Police, it had controlled
the machinery of government from the national to the local community level.

Nominally the supervision of religion was not a responsibility of the Minister of Home Affairs—this had

been transferred to the Minister of Education in 1913 —but through the prefectural governments that it
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controlled and with the cooperation of its handmaidens, the Ministry of Justice, which prosecuted the
victims of the Peace Preservation Law, and the Ministry of Education, it continued to maintain surveil-
lance over all local religious organizations. More than any other governmental agency, the Ministry of
Home Affairs had been guilty of ignoring or perverting the constitutional guarantee of freedom of
religious belief in order to promote the Kokutai Cult as a tool of totalitarianism. (p. 3D
NOE D ARN—REFCEREY M S01IVROY HIHIQ AN S {20 Q WITIE e minEEN 05
B MEHY HRERNRURE += K- K048 L2O R QIR L EERHEE P ¢ Luriss
VS OEHEPREL 0 WOEK-OmY | MOy NERwWSH (in spite of the fact that the Shinto
priests were not more ultranationalistic as a class than were many of the leaders of the other religions,
including Christianity, this fact was also ignored by the general public.)| (p. 69) V§Y v 5°
#6427 HEFIREHER 2 O S v [HEREHHE OBV, RIS D 1240 DrelilR QI € HKER € HilK
HSEEHIVLS © W 542 (As the cornerstone of Kokutai Cult Article 3 had become a primary obstacle to the
exercise of religious freedom in Japan.)| (p. 79) V&Y¢ Vs QN &0 B FEE 1 El-Ho o HEFHEH
HRIKR FHREHITHE Q B o HES IR V 5 U O MFER KR IV 5 00°
FOEkE | 2 05 Ve MKIHO SRR IERE R 051V N xR OHIBHMITL 0B W om0
QR4 0 L° KIS EHS  QIERIRG R IR0 ¢ MV 5 42° MBSV ORQREHMIEL S0
BHEUKIHRHER e Ve FFVE<LTDSIRVOVLR” KIEHH L2468 p VIHERD VR PN
{The religious nature of the imperial office was not given a great deal of attention by American policy

makers. It was believed that that facet of the Emperor’s position should be completely disregared. His partic-
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ipation in the rites performed at the palace shrines and at other shrines was regarded as a purely personal
matter in regard to which he was free to do as he pleased.)] (p. 251) )/ 0 QIRGWNBE UK YIS
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(=2) “The Allied Occupation of Japan 1945-1952 and Japanese Religions” p. XVI
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The Shrine Board (Jingi-in) in the Ministry of Home Affairs had come into existence in 1940 as the result of
persistent agitation to raise the status of the shrines to the highest position in government. The plan of the
extremists had called for a super-cabinet office like the Office of Divine Affairs (Jingikan) of the early 8 th century,
but the government was not disposed to completely abdicate its responsibilities, so the proponents of the plan had
to be satisfied with a board within the Ministry of Home Affairs. (p. 37 - 38)
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