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© Since in the Directive State Shinto is
identified as Shrine Shinto, by implication
all the above observances constitute a part
of Shrine Shinto; but this is incorrect.
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@ The first step in this process was the
nationalization of the shrines, and the
Shrine Shinto faith thereby became State
Shinto, Thus, both the shrines and Shrine
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Shinto became a part of the State Cuit,
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@ Thus State Shinto consisted of the faith
and observances of Shrine Shinto during
the period in which the shrines were
nationalized. For all intents and purposes
the meaning of the two was identical at
that time.
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@ The State Cuit, however, derived its
raisen d'etre not from the Shrine Board
but from the government, primarily the
Ministry of Education, and existed by
virtue of certain regulations which
required the acceptance of a specific
idealogy and the observance of certain well
defined practices. It included considerable
shrine ideology and practices, but it did
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not necessarily include them all and was
in no sense identical with Shrine Shinto.
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@ It would clarifv matters a great deal
if scholars in writing about that aspect of
“State Shinto” which included observances
that were forced on the nation by the
extremists, would use some such terms as
State Cult, with capital letters, Kokutai
Shinto, or Imperial Shinto. Then State
Shinte and National Shinto could be
reserved for shrines and the Shrine Shinto
faith during the period in which the
shrines were naticnalized. If this differenti-
ation had existed before Waorld War IO
and had been made clear in the official
documents and public pronouncements
following the war, there would have been
no occasion for any Japanese to think
or imagine that the Occupation had any
interest in suppressing Shrine Shinto, and
our meaning will be clear today when
we write about matters related to this
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(=) William P.Woodard, “The Occupation
and Shrine Shinto” in Proceedings of the
Conference on Shinto since 1945, September
12-16,1965, sponsored by The Blaisdell

Institute, Claremont, California, pp 6-12.
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“State Shinto in the modern sense of the
term came into existence at the beginning
of the Meiji Restoration when the shrines
were nationalized. It ended in 1946 when
government control of the shrines ceased.”,
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