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Toward a Decarbonized Society from a Resources and Energy Perspective:

Proposal for a Curriculum Model for the Period for Integrated Studies

Koji Hagiwara (Kogakkan university)

Abstract

The aim of the Period for Integrated Studies in elementary and junior high
school is to realize a sustainable society by solving various problems of
contemporary society. The Courses of Study include resources and energy
issues among these problems. In order to achieve a sustainable society
through the decarbonization initiatives pursued both domestically and
internationally, research is focusing on resources and energy issues. However,
the percentage of classes dealing with resources and energy issues during
the Period for Integrated Studies in elementary and junior high school is very
low compared to that of classes dealing with other issues. This is because it
is difficult for these students to take resources and energy issues personally.
Resource and energy issues such as decarbonization are not taken seriously
by students. Students can understand that their own use of products causes
CO2Z emissions. However, COZ2 is emitted throughout the entire supply chain,
from the acquisition of raw materials for the products to their disposal. By
understanding this supply chain, students will become aware of their own
involvement in global warming. In this way, they will understand the
seriousness of resources and energy issues, and come to take them
personally. Based on comprehension of the qualitative, quantitative, and
geographic expansion of supply chain understanding, the curriculum model

aims to enable students to recognize the three forms of conceptual knowledge
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that they should acquire during their period of integrated learning: diversity,
reciprocity, and finitude. By deepening these forms of conceptual knowledge,
the proposed curriculum model aims to cultivate students’ feelings and
attitudes in relation to their human qualities and ability to learn, with “self-
understanding and understanding of others” as the first stage, “independence
and collaboration” as the second stage, and “future prospects and

participation in society” as the third stage.

Keywords : Period for Integrated Studies, resources and energy issues,

decarbonized society, supply chain, serious problems
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