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A Study on the introduction of psychology curriculum into undergraduate
education (5).
Developmental changes in the image of psychology from junior high school

students to university students.

Yasuaki Haga

Abstract

This study aimed to re-examine the structure of images that university
students have for psychology, based on the results of the previous studies
(e.g., Haga, Kawashima, & Mochiki, 2017). An exploratory factor analysis was
carried out using data from 427 university students, and two factors were
extracted: “Usefulness” (11 items) and “Empirical science” (6 items). Further
analysis of the image development process revealed that expectations for the
usefulness of psychology increased from junior high school students to high
school students, but declined significantly through academic experience at
universities. The understanding of the empirical features of psychology, on
the other hand, gradually progressed from junior high school students to
university students. These results suggest that it is important to understand
the relationship between the content of high school studies and the actual
state of psychology before studying psychology at university. Such an
understanding may help prevent disappointment in learning of psychology in

university.

Keywords : image for psychology, usefulness of psychology, empirical science,

education of psychology
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