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Controversy on the National Fundamental Character
(Kokutai) after the End of the War

Takeshi TOMINAGA

Summary

Around the end of the war, the biggest political issue in our country was
surrounded the National Fundamental Character. The Meiji Constitution was
revised in particular and the status of the emperor and the competence were
changed fundamentally, and it was a big problem whether the National
Fundamental Character of our country was changed by this thing. The reason
that this problem is complicated and difficult is at the place where it isn't clear
what the National Character is.

When the change in the constitution was argued by an assembly, the
government side insisted that the National fundamental Character didn’t
change to the opinion with which the National Fundamental Character from the
councilor changes. As seen in the Sasaki-Watsuji controversy, this discussion
was lively and intense. But, after that almost no National Fundamental
Character theory was seen any more. However, even today, it is the most

important theme when thinking about the way Japan should be.
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Theory of National Fundamental Character = Meiji Constitution
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