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A Study on Japanese Oral Proficiency for Nurse Candidates and Foreign
Nurses Involved in the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA):

Implementing the Oral Proficiency Interview

HAMABATA Shizuka

Abstract

This study uses the Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) to measure
Japanese oral proficiency for Vietnamese nurse candidates and Vietnamese
nurses involved in the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) who have
passed the national examination; qualitatively analyze the results; and
consider what kind of Japanese support is necessary for them.

EPA nurse candidates and care worker candidates are human resources
who are expected to play an even more active role in Japan in the
future, but there are several unresolved issues. This study focuses on
“speaking,” with the aim of identifying what Japanese language teachers
can do to reduce issues that may arise in the workplace. Survey results
suggest that the mistakes speakers are likely to make include improper
pronunciation such as lengthening short vowels and adding assimilated
sounds, unnatural accent and intonation, and missing particles. In hospitals
and long-term care facilities, speakers need to talk with patients and
residents. They must be able to use Japanese with an awareness of
human relationships. For example, there are many personal pronouns in
Japanese, and it is necessary to use them properly. With Japanese, it is
necessary for foreigners to learn technical terms in order to play an active
role as nurses and care workers, and this is their priority. However, it is
important that we Japanese teachers continue to instruct EPA candidates

from the moment they arrive in Japan, especially those who work in fields
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where lives are at stake, to acquire the ability to speak Japanese according

to the situation in order to communicate with Japanese people.

Keywords: OPI, Nurse Candidates, Japanese
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