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Research on the transfer of the kami of Ise Jingu
to temporary sanctuary:

with a focus on an argumentation by Mr. Moriyoshi Sonoda
the priest of Ise Jingu in the Edo period

HORIKAWA Hidenori

(Summary)

This paper is a study of the history of the Shikinen Sengu at Ise Jingu. I would like to indicate
the results of my research on the transfer of the kami enshrined in the main sanctuary to the
temporary palace while the main sanctuary is being repaired.

The Holy Mirror (a symbol of Amaterasu-Omikami) is moved to the temporary sanctuary by the
Jingu priests. In this case, it is called “Temporary Palace Sengu”.

And I would like to examine it from the Middle Ages to the Early Modern period.

There is no noteworthy record of “Temporary Palace Sengu” before the [Jingu Tenryakul
written by Moriyoshi Sonoda in the late Edo period.

In that record, we can understand from the twelfth to the sixteenth century, while conducting
the “Temporary Palace Sengu”, the main sanctuary and kami has been protected. However,
various changes were made during the long period when Shikinen Sengu could not be carried out,
and at the same time, the significance of “Temporary Palace Sengu” has been in transition.

The first point, the head of the “Temporary Palace Sengu” was transitioned from an imperial
envoy to the chief priest of the Ise Jingu.

Secondly, Ise Jingu has conducted its own “moukedono-sengu”, which refers to the
implementation of “Temporary Palace Sengu”.

This is because they did not only repair the main sanctuary, but also perform the same Shikinen
Sengu rituals so that they could continue to do so for future generations.

Finally, a wise decision was made to have wooden shingles laid under the thatched roof. The
durability of the main sanctuary was greatly improved, and the “Temporary Palace Sengu” came
to an end.

After that, the ceremonial relocation of the Ise Jingu under the stable government of the Edo

shogunate can be classified as “Modern Shikinen Sengu”.
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