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Trends and Issues in School Safety Policy:
Comparing Six Prefectural Boards of Education
in the West Japan

Toshiyuki ICHIDA - Takahito KUROKI + Tomomi KOBAYAKAWA
Yuko FUJIMURA -+ Shun FUJIMOTO
Midori MIYAMA - Jun TAKIZAWA - Toshihiro SUMIOKA

Summary : The aim of this paper is to clarify trends and issues of school safety
policy by comparing six prefectural boards of education in the West Japan (Mie,
Shiga, Kagawa, Hiroshima, Shimane and Oita).

The primary administrative responsibility in charge of school safety is the
Board of Education that is the establishment of school on the basis of laws and
indeed in all six prefectures the school safety is in charge of the Board of
Education. Looking at the organizations within the Board of Education,
independent sections or offices are responsible for school safety except for Mie
prefecture. With the importance of school safety growing, trends in the
establishment of offices or sections named “School Safety” within the Board of
Education and the unification of school safety work in the sections will be spread
in the future.

Next, regarding the role of the prefectural board of education, prefectural
board of education is expected to present a basic framework of school safety
such as guidelines, role-models on disaster prevention and safety management,
and each school develops originally school safety plan based on it. Basically, the
framework is in accordance with “Plan on Promotion of School Safety” of the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), but it
also reflects the geographical and socio-cultural features in which each

prefecture is located.
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In this fiscal year, the Secondary Plan on Promotion of School Safety of
MEXT has started, and in the future a systematic and comprehensive approach
to school safety is required more. In particular, considering the characteristics
of the broadness of school safety work, cooperation between the board of
education and the chief of the head office is supposed to spread in each

prefecture.
Keyword : school safety, crisis management system for school,

disaster damage prevention for school,

prefectural board of education



