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By comparing sentences, you acquire thinking skills:
In the case of “GONGITSUNE"

Atsushi CHUJO

The new National Curriculum Standards, which concern the concept of “proactive, interactive, and
deep learning,” and which were deliberated in 2017, were presented to encourage qualitative
improvement of the learning process. Thus, the formation of a new way of learning that particularly
targets children has been found to be necessary. With respect to “proactive, interactive, and deep
learning,” the author places emphasis on “deep learning” because depending on what is established as
“deep,” the form of independent activities and interactions changes.

At present, in elementary school, curricula are undergoing a transition; various possibilities are being
explored, and concrete lesson proposals are being highlighted. Among these, “teachers’ questioning” is
important, and depending on the objectives and method of questioning, the lesson changes significantly.
Therefore, in this paper, we conducted an examination of the following four aspects:

(O The meaning of “deep learning”™

(2 The effectiveness of a comparative reading of texts to encourage “deep learning”;

(® The value of “Gongitsune” as a form of new teaching material;

(@ Specific teachers’ questioning that encourages “deep learning,” with “Gongitsune” serving as an

example.

Therefore, the “deep” in “deep learning” was found to be composed via the four perspectives of (a)
deep understanding; (b) the formation of deep thinking; (c) deep exploration and pursuit; and (d) deep
connections. Moreover, the differences in texts between the original manuscript of “Gongitsune” and the
manuscripts used after editing were found to promote critical thinking in children, thereby making
possible the detection of the new wvalue of teaching materials. Furthermore, the link between a
comparative reading of the differences in the texts and “deep learning” was ascertained. Based on the
foregoing, it was possible to indicate specific “teachers’ questioning” as being propitious for the
development of future curricula.

In this paper, as the aspect of the development of teachers’ questioning is limited only to six scenes
(conclusions), we plan to focus on textual differences in the remaining areas and on developing teachers’

questioning as a future challenge.
Keywords: National Curriculum Standards revision, transition period, Japanese language (school subject),

Gongitsune, original manuscript and manuscripts after editing, comparative reading, teachers’

questioning



