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The inspection of the 4th Olympic Games in London of Nagai Michiaki

Tetsuo NAKAMURA

This study is to make it clear with what kind of problem Michiaki Nagai inspected the London Olympic

Games in 1908. The result is as follows.

1.

Nagail investigated the London Olympics for the judgement whether Japan should participate in
Olympic Games.

Nagai classified European and American sports circumstances into three; (a) professional sport, (b)
victory for its object, (c) education for its object.

Nagai expected that “ordinary physical education” on which the general people work and “special
physical education” on which small number of athlete works resist each other. He worried that
“special physical education” may make “ordinary physical education” decline by Japan's participating in
Olympic Games.

Nagai was glad that the Olympic Games is going to be held in sequence in Sweden and Germany where
“ordinary physical education” is widely usually used. Nagai decided Olympic Games participation of

Japan from this point.
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