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Environment, Development, and World History:

As Seen via a Re-examination of Humanism

Masahiro FUKAKUSA

When thinking about world history from an environmental point of view, the Regular Shrine Removal
of my local Ise Jingu Shrine provides a clue. In particular, the Shrine Transfer Ceremonies which are
carried out at midnight causes me to consider the deeper meanings of darkness and prompts me to
assume that the modern age was an era which tried to suppress this darkness. Furthermore, it seems
that there is also a profound significance attached to the shrine removal conducted every 20 years.

The essence of the Renaissance is said to lie in Humanism. In the development of world history, the
Humanism was highly valued as a means of emancipation for the elements of humanity unfairly shackled
by prescriptive and dogmatic notions of God in the medieval era, and hence was regarded as being directly
linked to the development of the consciousness of the modern era. But, if we consider it from another
viewpoint, this is a highly anthropocentric attitude which implies the idea of conquering and subduing
nature. Heidegger strongly criticized such aspects of humanism and advocated returning to the way the
human beings are meant to be originally. However, this Heidegger’'s philosophy contains several key
elements of Christianity which also have a humanistic thinking at their roots, and as such, it is not an
adequate critique of Humanism as a general modality of thought. Indeed, it is conceivable that the severe
destruction of some forests in Europe was caused by the following chain of ideas: the light of Christ —
humanism — philosophy of enlightenment — “development.”

In this paper, I will consider the measures to conserve the natural environment for the future not only
by examining humanistic philosophies and specifically Heidegger’'s philosophy but also by looking at

animism and senses of time as a means to break the above chain.

Keywords: development, humanism, Heidegger, philosophy of enlightenment, animism, sense of time



