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How to develop the “Education through the Environment”
in Early Childhood Education and Care

Naoki YOSHIDA

In 2017, three pieces of legislation were simultaneously revised: the Course of Study for Kindergarten,
Childcare Principles in Daycare Centers, and the Center for Early Childhood Education and Care
Formulation. However, the basics of education through the environment in early childhood education and
care are considered to be the same as the previous Course of Study for Kindergarten. Therefore, in this
research, the concrete nature of education through the environment in early childhood education and care
was examined through analysis of the commentaries on Course of Study for Kindergarten, Childcare
Principles in Daycare Centers, and the Center for Early Childhood Education and Care Formulation as
publicly presented, based on the new legislation.

Quantitative text analysis results showed that “environment” is a word deeply related to all of the
commentaries, and along with “lifestyle” and “development,” it has a central place in early childhood
education. It has the characteristic of being a verb expressing teachers actions, and although it is
considered to be oriented toward concretization at the action level, since the definition of “environment” is
used not only for the physical environment but also in a wide range of uses such as the interpersonal
environment, social environment, and even cultural environment, it was revealed that it is difficult for the
actual user to understand since it is used to refer to overall situations such as education and childcare.

Based on the above results, to incorporate education through the environment in early childhood
education and care, it was suggested that it is essential to develop an educational program that
kindergarten teachers and childcare providers can learn as a method for implementing their ideas

regarding what kind of early childhood education they would like to develop as environmental design.

Keywords:
Education through the Environment in Early Childhood Education and Care, Quantitative Text Analysis,
Course of study for Kindergarten, Childcare Principles in Day Care Center,

Center for Early Childhood Education and Care Formulation
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