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Exploring the Cultivation of Religious Sentiment in the 1930s:

Focusing on a Research and Development School in Shizuoka City

INOUE Kenichi

Abstract

This study examines the cultivation of religious sentiment in the 1930s, with a focus on a research and
development school. Elementary education in Japan was conducted according to maintaining a principle
of separation between religion and politics beginning in the 1890s. On November 28, 1935, the Ministry of
Education issued a notification about religious sentiment that triggered a relaxation of this principle.

Previous educational research has inadequately examined the reforms at schools which implemented
the notification. Incidentally, the author found an opportunity to obtain materials on curriculum
development implemented in Shizuoka Chiyoda Senior Elementary School in Shizuoka City, Shizuoka
Prefecture. From 1924, the elementary school became affiliated with Shizuoka Women's Normal School,
and because the Normal School trained teachers, the elementary school became involved with various
research projects. The materials obtained were originally distributed in classes open to observation,
which were held on November 28, 1937.

The present study provides an overview of the school's research activities, taking its history into
account. Furthermore, the study examines the school’s policy on cultivating religious sentiment, the types
and content of school events, and teaching materials and teaching plans for subject lessons (ie., Grade 2,
Japanese language). Characteristic features based on the findings were identified; particularly, the
conduct of educational practices that were considered unbiased toward any particular religion. The study
suggests that this scheme resulted from the exploration of curriculum development by the teachers of the

school.
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1930s, religious sentiment, curriculum development, school events, subject lesson (Japanese language)



