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A study on civilization and enlightenment:

A comparison between the viewpoints of Fukuzawa Yukichi, Nakae Chomin,
Natsume Soseki, and Kume Kunitake

FUKAKUSA Masahiro

With respect to the stance that Japan should take in the cultural and the environmental fields within a
globalized international society, possible answers can be procured by comparing the viewpoints of four
people, namely, Fukuzawa Yukichi, Nakae Chomin, Natsume Soseki, and Kume Kunitake, who
experienced the shock of the West in the Meliji era and sincerely engaged with this influence. Moreover,
further suggestions can be discerned from the differences in the ways in which each writer addressed
Japan's progress and daily renewal. Fukuzawa argued that every country in the world would progress
from being barbaric to half-civilized and then to being civilized. In terms of the environment, he believed
that the power of science could conquer nature. In contrast, Nakae supported the notion that progress
turns into barbarism, alongside exhibiting a pluralistic understanding of culture. Further, while Kume
shares a similar phased theoretical approach as Fukuzawa, he criticized the Japanese people who believed
that progress encompassed leaping onto everything new and discarding everything old. However, Kume
also praised their imitative ability and supports the viewpoint of understanding different cultures wherein
each country has its own beauty; hence, it can be deduce that both the authors possessed a “cultural
relativistic” understanding, a present-day terminology. Furthermore, Natsume expressed a critical stance
on the Western civilization from the outset, supporting the view of a great paradox born of liberation,
whereby no amount of progress would increase human well-being. He also predicted that such progress
would lead to the destruction of nature; therefore, one can perceive a symbiosis with nature through
Natsume's works.

In general, perhaps in the future, Japan and its people should try to break away from Fukuzawa's
cultural and environmental perspectives and move forward with cultural viewpoints of Nakae and Kume

and Natsume's insights on environment.
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