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Environmental Adjustment in “Education through the Environment”
in Early Childhood Education and Care

YOSHIDA Naoki

In implementing education through the environment in early childhood, environmental adjustment
that enables infants to activate their interests and repeat trial and error while ensuring safety is
necessary. However, while knowledge of space composition that reduces the risk of accidents on one hand
and demonstrates the value of play on the other is assumed to be part of the expertise of preschool
educators, no concrete guidelines are provided. Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to clarify the
problems in risk management based on reports that were published by the Cabinet Office from preschool
educators themselves on accidents that have occurred in preschools and to examine the issue of
environmental adjustment from the perspective of instituting safety countermeasures.

As results of quantitative text analysis of the reports, it was found that the measures that were
implemented focused primarily on human factors in preschool educators, such as whether these educators
checked guidelines for accident prevention, acquiring risk assessment skills, and improving the quality of
risk communication. It was clarified that the level of interest in the improvement of environmental factors

was low.
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