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Examination of Practices to Foster Capacity for “Cooperation and Collaboration”
in Early Childhood Education

NAKAMURA Mao, KAJI Miho, YOSHIDA Naoki

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to consider the development of a capacity for “cooperation and
collaboration” in early childhood education. Now, more than ever, having the ability to “cooperation and
collaboration” is an essential skill for members of society, as well as a crucial force to improve the quality of
professional workers, and should therefore be given priority at training schools. Accordingly, this study
examined practices conducted in small-group seminars and in extracurricular activities. The results
indicated that, in the seminar practices, the capacity for interpersonal relationships, which cannot be
acquired through classroom learning and practical study, was fostered through team-based
extracurricular activities in early childhood education and childcare support. Furthermore, in
extracurricular practices, as students experienced more practice sessions, their awareness of “cooperation
and collaboration” with their peers increased relative to the initial session. In the future, the training
school intends to help students realize the importance of “cooperation and collaboration” through practices
and extracurricular activities based on inter-class collaboration, while also considering new enhanced

forms of early childhood education and childcare support.

Keywords : early childhood education, training for early childhood educators,

cooperation and collaboration



