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The Purpose of Historical Thinking in Energy Education:

Focusing on Resource and Energy Issues

HAGIWARA Koji

Abstract

Modern society, which is based on mass production and mass consumption, depends on the use of a
large quantity of energy and, as a result, leads to global issues such as resource and energy problems. To
address these issues, it is necessary to reflect on modern energy civilization itself. Modern energy
civilization consists of lifestyles and behaviors based on a sense of values that places excessive emphasis
on the pursuit of convenience. Reflection thereon is enabled by comparing lifestyles and behaviors
between modern society and previous societies and identifying their differences in values.

In this paper, our perspective for reflecting on modern energy civilization is a focus on historical
thinking in comparison with past societies. In the past, energy education, which focuses on resource and
energy issues, has not paid much attention to historical thinking, due to limited views of its purpose in
energy education, Le., to extract lessons for modern society through comparisons with past societies.

In this paper, we also reexamine the purpose of historical thinking in energy education from the
viewpoint of reflecting on modern energy civilization. In addition, actualizing this fresh viewpoint, we aim
to develop history classes for elementary school social studies that can further the relativization of and
reflection on modern energy civilization through an integrated understanding of people’s lifestyles and
behaviors in the Edo period based on the values of those times and a comparison with the lifestyles and

behaviors of children in modern times.

Keywords : Resource and energy issues, reflection on modern energy civilization, historical thinking
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