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A small earthquake occurred in the middle of the day of
November 4, 1854, results in a slight rise in sea level, which local
people popularly called "suzu-nami' and saw as a sign of tsunami
waves.

This was actually followed by a large earthquake that hit the
area at around four o'clock in the afternoon on the next day,
November 5, causing houses, those with tiled roofs and with
thatched roofs alike, to collapse together and dust to fly up,
dimming the atmosphere.

People rushed, from both the west and the east, to climb up to
the top of the mountain and looked down on the rivers in the
west and the east to find out that both the Kakisegawa River
in the west and Fukiagegawa River in the east were swelling
and flooding with seawater, which was exactly what you call an
"aegir."

The first tsunami wave advanced slowly while being chased by
the second and third waves.

It was the fourth wave that gained the greatest momentum and
scared the living daylights out of the people.

Countless houses were swept away as a total of seven tsunami
waves arrived. The water receded at night, after turning fields
into desert and rice paddies into sea. The monument also refers
to another tsunami that hit area in 1707. The message says; "The
purpose of this inscription is to inform the future generations how

suzu-nami is a reliable predictor of tsunami."
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The Method of giving a Alerting Message of

Tsunami Monuments in Kochi Pref.

Taira SAITO

Abstract

In 1707, Oshima Island in Sukumo City was hit by a high-intensity
earthquake and tsunami.

This tsunami reached the 41st step of the flight of stairs at Haitaka Shrine.
Its height was approximately 10 meters.

For the purpose of alerting the future generations about the height of the
tsunami, a “tsunami monument” was erected beside the step.

Seeing this monument can help visitors visually ascertain the height of the
tsunami.

Since many tsunami monuments explain events in written Japanese, these
explanations require interpretations attoday.

However, as the tsunami monument at Haitaka Shrine serves as a visual
representation, no interpretation of the same is required.

In other words, lessons learned from the disaster are expressed through
minimal use of words.

This work was supported by JSPS KAKENHI Grant Number JP17K12620.
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