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A study about the consecration of the offerings of

the Imperial Court to Betsu-git

SHIOKAWA Tetsuro

There were 7 Betsu-gii (superior affiliated jizja which was revered next to the main
sanctuaries of Naiki and Geku) in Engi era, and as same as Sho-giu (Daijingi and Wataraigit),
Imperial Court had offered Heihaku (offerings of various materials, especially, cloths) to these
Betsu-gii in the Kinén-sai (ritual for a good crop), Tsukinami-sai (ritual held in June and
December), and Niinamé-sai (the harvest ritual), which were regulated in Engi-shiki (the ancient
codes in Engi era).

According to Engi-shiki and Enryaku-gishikicho (the most ancient ceremonies in Isé-Jingi),
the offerings to Sho-gu and Betsu-gu were brought by the envoy from the Imperial Court, and
before the ritual in Sho-gu, the offerings to Betsu-gu were set aside for the moment, and after that,
the offerings to Sho-gu were dedicated with attendance of the envoy, on the other hand, the
offerings to Betsu-gu were dedicated by Négi (the top priest of Isé-Jingiu).

Also, in Kinén-sai and Kannamé-sai (the harvest ritual in Isé-Jingu), Négi dedicated the
offerings of Dai-jingishi (the government office of Isé-Jingit) to the competent jinja of Isé-Jingit.
It's presumed that Kannameé-sai had been positioned as same as Niznamé-sai which the emperor
held in the Imperial Court.

While those rituals were the rites by the Imperial Court, Miké festival (offering foods and
sake for deities) were carried out by priests and servants of Isé in another ritual construction. In
Tsukinami-sai and Kannamé-sai, also Betsu-gi had been offered Asa-miké and Yi-miké (offering
foods and sake for deities at midnight and early morning) that were the rites accessed customs
before the establishment of Dai-jingushi, which were evidence that Betsu-gu had been treated

next to Sho-gu.






