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Jingu-Kogakkan College and “Lectures on Japanese Culture™

An aspect of wartime projects to renovate education and study
KAMIKUBO Satoshi

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to consider lectures on Japanese culture (Nippon Bunka Kogi)
which were one of the wartime projects to renovate education and study by focusing on lectures
on Japanese culture presented at Jingu-Kogakkan College and those presented by professors of
Jingu-Kogakkan College. The lectures on Japanese culture were intended to help students elevate
their Japanese spirit and develop a sufficient understanding of Japan's unique study and culture.
For consideration, I will review the documents held by the Research and Development Center of
Kogakkan University and those published by Kogakkan.

Jingu-Kogakkan, which was established in April 1882 and became a public technical school
under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Interior in September 1903, was promoted to a public
college under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education in April 1940. This promotion to the
college was part of the renovation of education and study promoted by the Ministry of Education
at that time.

At Jingu-Kogakkan College, seven lectures on Japanese culture were given between 1941 and
1943. The first lecture by Hiraizumi Kiyoshi on June 7, 1945 was titled “Tradition”. He
consistently preached the spirit of loyalty as the traditional spirit of Japan and transmitted its
beauty. Approximately one month after the ceremony for the students who would depart from
the college for the front of war, a military thinker, Nakashiba Suezumi, presented a lecture on
Senjinkun (code of conduct on the battlefield) on December 23, 1943.

On the other hand, President Yamada Yoshio and Professor Kurano Kenji of Jingu-Kogakkan
College delivered lectures on Japanese culture in other schools and universities. Yamada, who
was a central actor in the project to renovate education and study, spoke constantly of “Kokutai”
(state structure and system). Kurano explained about Kojik: and referred to the national spirit in
it. As the content of lectures on Japanese culture gradually changed to practical ones with the
change of the national situation, Yamada and Kurano continued to present lectures that

emphasized “Kokutai” and the spirit of Japan.
Keywords

Jingu-Kogakkan College, lectures on Japanese culture (Nippon Bunka Kogi), renovation of

education and study, Hiraizumi Kiyosh, Nakashiba Suezumi, Yamada Yoshio, Kurano Kenji
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