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Basic research on energy and environmental education in
Living Environment Studies working towards a decarbonized society:

Examining concepts of energy from the perspective of collaboration with

environmental education in early childhood

HAGIWARA Koji

Abstract: In the recent years, several movements aimed at establishing a decarbonized society in
response to global warming have materialized within Japan and at a global level. In this context, there is
a need within school education to foster individuals who can support the creation of sustainable societies.
To facilitate sustainable societies, it is necessary to impart education on energy and the environment,
incorporating within the subject of Living Environmental Studies some lessons on establishing a
decarbonized society. The present study serves as basic research on the conduction of such lessons,
seeking to clarify the concepts of energy that students learn in energy and environmental education
within Living Environment Studies with the purpose of working toward a decarbonized society.
Conventionally, as a part of energy and environmental education incorporated in Living Environment
Studies, students have been taught concepts on energy primarily from a natural science perspective.
However, the challenges in implementing policies for decarbonization are social in nature. In other words,
energy and environmental education within Living Environment Studies in this context requires
Imparting energy as a concept in social science. This research provides an in-depth clarification of
concepts of energy within the context of the social sciences, specifically demonstrating the ways in which
social science concepts pertaining to energy can work in collaboration with environmental education in
early childhood.

Keywords: Decarbonized societies, Living Environment Studies, energy and environmental education,

early-childhood environmental education, concepts of energy





