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A Review of The Roots of Modern Writers.: An Introduction to the Birth and

Regeneration of Literature, by Yoshinaga Handa

Yohei KOBORI

Abstract

The Roots of Modern Writers (March 2017, Izumi Shoin) is a collection of
writings by Yoshinaga Handa, a long-time scholar of many aspects of
modern Japanese literature, that spans approximately twenty years. Handa
argues that since the advent of text theory, modern literary research has
failed to adequately communicate the appeal of the literature with which it
concerns itself. He presents an alternative approach in which literature is
understood relationally, against the cultural context of the author, the literary
work itself, and the reader. The present volume uses that approach to
address an exceptionally wide variety of texts, ranging in genre from novels
and poems to travelogues and criticism, and covering nearly an entire
century, from the late nineteenth to the late twentieth century. It is divided
into four sections: Part I, “The Roots of Modern Writers,” consists of
academic papers; Part 2, “Footsteps of the Writers,” of criticism and essays;
Part 3, “Kumano and Ise,” of place-based travelogues, interviews, and
lectures; and Part 4, “Texts and Bibliography of Masao Sakanaka's Novels
and Broadcast Scripts,” primarily of an introduction to new materials.
Together, the collection offers a glimpse into the breadth of Handa's

scholarship.

Keywords : Japanese modern literature, Climate, Kumano, Ise
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