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An Examination of Similarities between the Kohyohi Stele and Sozenpi Stele

Hitoshi KAMIKOKURA

Abstract

The Kohyohi stele is not an especially well known one from the Chinese
Han Dynasty. This is because the characters engraved on its surface are
unclear due to abrasion and because they are not as refined as ones seen on
other contemporary “scribe style” (reisho) steles. However, these unrefined
characters have many similarities with those on the Sozenpi stele, which is a
masterwork among ones from the period. This paper examines their
similarities and compares them with scribe-style characters on other stele. It
demonstrates that the characters on them differ from representative ones
from the same period such as those found on the Raikihi and Itsueihi steles,
and the characters on the Kohyohi stele appear to be less refined versions of
the ones the calligrapher wrote on the Sozenpi stele, because the Kohyohi
stele was engraved 14 years earlier than the Sozenpi stele. In addition, these
two steles have similarities in their brush techniques, which means that they
had styles different from other contemporary ones.

Although these similarities do not lead directly to the conclusion that the
Kohyohi and the Sozenpi steles were created by the same calligrapher, it is
possible that they were created by the calligraphers who at least learned the
same writing style. In that sense, the Kohyohi stele is significant for
understanding the perfection of the Sozenpi stele, which shows distinctive

beauty among scribe-style steles in the Han Dynasty.

Keywords : Kohyohi; Sozenpi; similarities of character shapes; similarities of

brush techniques
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