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Japanese Language Support for Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA)
Vietnamese Nurse Candidates: A Report on Japanese Language Support

based on the Tripartite Cooperation Agreement

Shizuka HAMABATA

Abstract

This study is a report on Japanese language support for Economic
Partnership Agreement (EPA) Vietnamese nurse candidates and the
problems and challenges for Japanese language support from a Japanese
teacher's point of view. The acceptance of EPA Vietnamese nurse candidates
began later than that for Filipino and Indonesian candidates, and there are
still many challenges remaining. The purpose of this study is to find out what
is needed for EPA Vietnamese nurse candidates based on tripartite
(prefecture, hospital, university) partnership agreements. We need to
consider what is Japanese language support is needed for them, and what is
the best support for them from the standpoint of Japanese teachers. In
addition, we should clarify issues related to support by partnerships with the
prefecture and hospitals, and make use of this to data improve Japanese
language support for EPA foreign nurse candidates on future.
This study showed some issues identified in the course of providing Japanese
language support for EPA Vietnamese nurse candidates.
From the viewpoint of the tripartite partnership agreement, it is necessary
to:

(1) discuss the scope of involvement of the Japanese teacher with the

hospital well and clarify details ;
(2) exchange information sufficiently mutually in three directions

(prefecture, hospital, university) ;
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From the viewpoint of Japanese language education, it iS necessary to:
(1) learn Japanese which is necessary for daily life and work as well as
learning specialized Japanese;
(2) improve Japanese language ability for smooth communication;
(3) start the training of Japanese pronunciation and listening as soon as
possible after coming to Japan, and do continue regularly.
We need to continue studying ways to improve the effectiveness of support in
the absence of sufficient time and with an absence of a system of Japanese
language support, and to prepare a regional support system for candidates,

whose numbers are expected to increase in the future.

Keywords : EPA, Vietnamese, Nurse candidates, Nurse national exam,

Japanese language support
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